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Tamra J. Fountaine
Program Associate 
Kresge Foundation
3215 W Big Beaver Rd.
Troy, Michigan 48084

Dear Ms. Fountaine:

Thank you for taking my call and expressing interest in Michigan Consumers for Healthcare’s growing coalition. As I mentioned in the call, the coalition now includes a growing number of organizations specializing in reaching underserved populations, including LGBT people in Michigan. Largely as a consequence of high under- and unemployment rates, LGBT people are among the highest uninsured in Michigan. One study found 48% of transgender postponed medical care from inability to afford it, while 19% were refused medical care due to their transgender or gender nonconforming status.

With a grant form Kresge Foundation for $25,000, Michigan Consumers for Healthcare can help position our LGBT member organizations to better serve the health needs of their constituencies. $22,500 of the support project funding would go directly to qualified LGBT organizations ready to provide deliverables, with the remaining $2,500 to cover our delivery costs. All but one of the LGBT agencies already have developed healthcare capacities through their HIV programming or smoking cessation programs.

The core of the project seeks to identify within six months the key barriers to LGBT people accessing healthcare. The second phase, to span the next six months, explores strategies for overcoming these barriers. In the third phase, spanning nine months, we invite each agency to select the strategy that can provide the greatest outcome in a relatively short time. Part of our delivery costs is covering the expense of program evaluation. For the final three month phase, we bring all the participating organizations together to present their findings and to provide evidence based best practices that our non-LGBT coalition members can then apply to their LGBT clients.

We are asking grantees to submit a budget for how they can most effectively utilize this funding. We are also asking each LGBT support agency for matching funds, but remain concerned that this requirement could exclude those agencies with the greatest reach into the most vulnerable LGBT populations. This has opened a dialogue about resource sharing among these entities, and how to overcome their different levels of collaborative capacity.

We invite you to visit our website to find links to each of these organizations’ health related services. Your feedback will help us finalize planning with our potential grantees in time for the next grant proposal deadline. We will be glad to submit a full proposal with additional information for your further review.

Sincerely,



Steph Turner
Fund Development Intern
248 872 5500
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